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Championing Manitoba’s Aerospace Industry

Manitoba’s aerospace industry is an important con-
tributor to Manitoba’s economy and to the Canadi-
an aerospace sector. More than 5,000 Manitobans
are directly employed by the industry, the largest in
Western Canada.

Recently, the federal government made two im-
portant announcements regarding Canada’s re-
placement of aging military aircrafts: the CF-18

fighter jets, and the CC115 Buffalo and CC130

Hercules search and rescue aircraft.

| want to be clear: this is great news for Manitoba’s
aerospace industry.

Last November, Minister of National Defense Harjit
Sajjan announced the launch of an open and trans-
parent process to renew the Royal Canadian Air
Force’s aging legacy fleet of CF-18 fighter jets.
This includes exploring the acquisition of 18 new
Super Hornet aircraft, manufactured by Boeing.

Boeing has a strong presence in Manitoba, with
two facilities in Winnipeg. Boeing Winnipeg em-
ploys 1,400 people, which represents % of Boeing
Canada’s workforce. In addition, Boeing Winni-
peg’s aerospace composite manufacturing centre
is the largest in Canada.

This announcement was the result of a fair and
transparent competition to replace Canada’s full
fleet of fighter aircraft. Canada will remain a mem-
ber of the Joint Strike Fighter Program, in partner-
ship with the United States and other allies. This
means that companies like Magellan Aerospace
can continue to bid on contracts for parts and
maintenance for Lockheed Martin’s F-35.

It is important to note that, through the open and
transparent competition for a full fleet, the federal
government has stated a mandatory requirement
for economic benefits to Canada, ensuring that our
Canadian industry sees the greatest benefit in our
future acquisition, and guaranteeing our Canadian
companies dollar for dollar opportunities.

Equally important to Manitoba is the announce-
ment in December of the awarding of a contract for
$2.4 billion to Airbus Defence and Space to pro-
cure a new fleet of 16 C295W aircraft. These new

aircraft will replace Canada’s fleets of CC115 Buf-
falo and legacy CC130 Hercules aircratft.

Working closely with partners through a fair, open
competition, we have selected aircraft and ad-
vanced technology that will ensure the safety of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast while
providing good middle class jobs.

The new aircraft will be based where search and
rescue squadrons are currently located, including
at Winnipeg's CFB 17 Wing.

Airbus Defence and Space has partnered with
Newfoundland-based PAL Aerospace to create a
joint venture called, “AirPro,” which will be the pri-
mary In- Service Support provider for the whole
fleet of 16 fixed-wing search-and-rescue aircraft.
Airpro will have staff and facilities in Winnipeg.”

Over the past year, Manitoba Caucus has met with
leaders from Manitoba’s aerospace industry to dis-
cuss a number of ongoing projects, including the
new Factory of the Future facility in Winnipeg. The
Factory of the Future will help Canadian manufac-
turers develop and apply the state of the art tech-
nologies and innovations needed to remain global-
ly competitive in future markets.

The new facility in Winnipeg would offer a flexible
manufacturing pilot train laboratory and will support
the development of advanced manufacturing sys-
tems engineering, composites and bio-composites.

The National Research Council is now working
closely with stakeholders to identify a suitable, ser-
viced, location for the construction of the new Win-
nipeg facility.

As a group, Manitoba Caucus continues to be a
strong advocate of Manitoba’s world-class aero-
space industry. The capacity for innovation and ex-
cellence is a hallmark of our local industry.

Whereas the previous government mismanaged
military procurement, our government is investing
in our Canadian Armed Forces and our Canadian
aerospace sector. Manitoba’s aerospace industry
will be stronger for it.



